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In December 2010, Guécara, an 800 pound manatee was injured in Florida and flown to the Mayagiiez zoo for treatment. On Friday,
Guacara was transferred to his rniew home at the Inter American University in Bayamon.
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n December 2010, Gua-

cara, an 800 pound

manatee from Florida
was struck by a boat on
his dorsal side injuring his
diaphragm, affecting his
capacity to surface from
deep waters.

Gudcara was transferred
to the mammal rehabilita-
tion center at the Dr. Juan
Rivero zoo in Mayagiiez.
The public could not wvisit
the manatee because it was
in rehabilitation.

While he was in
Mayagiiez, he lived in a
gigantic water tank were he
was cared for by his keep-
ers and doctors. The large
water tank where Gudcara

lived will now bear his
name.

On Friday, Gudcara was
transferred to his new home
at the Inter American Uni-
versity in Bayamon. Before
leaving the Mayagiiez zoo
his keepers put a comput-
er tracking chip in him.

Manatees are an endan-
gered species, meaning
unless appropriate action is
undertaken to conserve
their population, they are
in danger of becoming
extinct.

There are strict laws to
protect manatees, which
include the enforcement of
speed zones along the
waterways and rules regard-
ing human interaction with
them — harassing or feed-
ing them is forbidden.




